Feb. ;7.] OF THE HOUSE OF DELEGATES, 197

The committee on agriculture, to whom waswefirred the memorial
of Bdward P. Roberis, have had the same under consideiation,

and beg leave to
REPORT,

That the memoriahst prays a loan from the State of $12,000 for7
years, at an *interest of six per cent, payable semi annually, with.the
privilege of returniag a part of the prucipalat any time witkin the
term of the grant, which he proposes to wvest in a farm, cocoonery,
and,other implements proper for a silk establishweut, with a view to
the cu'tivation of tha article; and by the results of a successful ex-
experiment to prove the expediency and importance of this culture to
the agriculturists of the State. And as a further iuducement to the
loan, he offers to mortgage the farm, cocoonery &c. to.the State,to
board, lodge, and instruct two children, from each county, in the cul-
ture and manufacture of silk, annually for 7 years, and to furnish afier
the year 1838 any amount of muiberry trees, not exceeding in_the ag-
gregate 50 00U in any oue year, to the citizens of the State at $5 00°
per ‘hundred.

Your committee regard the introduetion of the silk culture as an ob-
ject of great and growing importance, worthy the care and aid ot the
Legislature; but whether the plan proposed by the memorialist is prac-
ticable, or galculated to promote that object to an extent, and in a
mode, consistent With « wise and just policy, are questions upoa which
your committee have doubts, and upon which it is alike due toa the
claims of the memorialist, and the wterests of agriculiure (0 decide
with impartiality ;—Your committee are of opinion that the scheme
submitted by the memorialists, presents corsiderations of deep interest
to this branch of industry, and would unite in reconmending the grant
if the obstacles to a successful fiulfilment of its conditions were of a
less decided character. That a practical knowl-dge of the s.lk culture
1s to be acquired by youth in the short space cf a year,is a proposi-
tion, which, in the view of your committer, is not likely to be realized;
while the alvantages resulting from a reduction in the price of the
mulberry cannot be expected to inure equally to our agriculturists,
The adaptation of our soil and climate, to the profitable eultivation of
silk is pretty generally admitted: every attempt for that purpose hav-
ing been crowaed with a degree of success, more or less calculated to
justify the opinion. Many of our citizens, some in a private, and oth-
ers in a corporate capaciiy, have embarked with zzal in the business,
and it is hoped that their success will be a medium of more extensive
information, and excite a laudable spirit of enterprize among our peo=

* ple. Apart from these consideratinns, your commiitee perceive ghat
a grant of the kind prayed for, involves a question of policy by estab.
lishing a precedent, under which the claims of oihers would come up
wiih equal right to indalgence. It is against the pol.cy of the law to
recognise any preference among our citizens, or grant 10 one a privi-
lege or bounty which others having equal claims, canrot equaliy en—
Joy. Our practice under such a precedent, to be fair, might require




